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Graphical Abstract

Rel. Energy vs. ZN=C-C-C) Steric strain between the azine-Me groups in

4 Co A (E,E)-acetophenone azines and N lone pairs
: causes small rotations about the Az-CHs bonds,
)’/ and geared phenyl twisting may lead to C,- or G-
“ /{ structures. Exploration of the (1, ¢4, ¢-)
conformational space clarifies the role of Ci-like
)” structures in a r-plateau region for
(ﬁ; enantiomerization.
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